Prompts used for the ACT Writing Test
Describe an issue relevant to high school students ask examinees to write about their perspective on the issue. As a starting place, two different perspectives on the issue are provided. Examinees may choose to support one of these perspectives or to develop a response based on their own perspective.

Sample Prompt

Educators debate extending high school to five years because of increasing demands on students from employers and colleges to participate in extracurricular activities and community service in addition to having high grades. Some educators support extending high school to five years because they think students need more time to achieve all that is expected of them. Other educators do not support extending high school to five years because they think students would lose interest in school and attendance would drop in the fifth year. In your opinion, should high school be extended to five years?

In your essay, take a position on this question. You may write about either one of the two points of view given, or you may present a different point of view on this question. Use specific reasons and examples to support your position.  

The standard directions in the second paragraph above are included for all prompts used on the Writing Test.

Sample Essay (Score = 1)

In this essay I am writing about that school should be extended for five year. I think that school should be extended for five year because it will help you how you are educate. The school for five year will help you a lot when you are doing something. The school for five year could help you in most everything that you are doing. I think that if you go to school for five years you could learn a lot of skills. School could help you out of most anything that you want to do in this world. School could teach you how to be educator. By going to school is a good thing because if you go to school it could help have experience in everything that you are doing. To have experience you to do that thing you do best and how well you do at it. I think that school could teach you how to have experience in everything you are doing. I know that to go to school you have to choice to go to school because nobody can make you go to school. I know that school are not for everyone but I think that every children should go to school because if you don't go to school you will not be educate. I know that when you have an education it is a good thing. School is a place where you could learn a lot of different that you don't know. I know that I learn a lot of thing I didn't know but I know them. By going to school you make new friends, and you see a lot of different people like people that is not from the United States. At school you do classwork and do all type of assignment your teacher told you to do. I believe that every students should want to be educator because you need education in this world. School shouldn't be a place where students fights. I think that every students should like going to school.  

Scoring Explanation

This essay shows little skill in responding to the writing task.

While the writer takes a position on the issue in the beginning of the essay (I think that school should be extended for five year because it will help you how you are educate), the rest of the discussion does not convey reasons to support that position. Instead, the writer minimally develops many different ideas about school in general, repeating ideas rather than explaining them (School is a place where you could learn a lot of different that you don't know. I know that I learn a lot of thing I didn't know but I know them). At times, statements supporting claims are not understandable (By going to school is a good thing because if you go to school it could help have experience in everything that you are doing. To have experience you to do that thing you do best and how well you do at it).

There is no discernable organization to the essay other than a minimal introductory statement: ideas are not logically grouped, no transitions are used, and no conclusion is offered. Sentence structure and word choice are consistently simple, with sentences repeatedly beginning with, "I think" or "I know."

Language usage errors are frequently distracting and contribute to difficulty understanding some portions of the essay.

Sample Essay (Score = 1)

I think that the schools shouldn't be extended because of a few reasons that could affect students in the long run. One of the reasons are that the students would not come to school often, the drop out rates would increase and start to lose interest in school. It is not a good idea for five years in a high schools. Even though the acheivement level would be greater but what about the non-college attending, they wouldn't really be interested on staying an extra year in High school. 

Scoring Explanation

This essay shows little understanding of the writing task. The writer takes a position but fails to explain reasons to support that position.

The essay is minimally developed, with just two very general assertions related to the position, the second of which is repetitive of the first (. . . the students would not come to school often, the drop out rates would increase and start to lose interest in school and . . . the non-college attending, they wouldn't really be interested in staying an extra year in High school).

There is no evidence of an organizational structure. Transitions are not used. The introduction consists only of a position statement; no conclusion is present.

Sentence structure and word choice are simple, with frequently distracting errors.

Sample Essay (Score = 2)

If you ever ask a high school student whether they would want to go one more year very few would say yes. I would, not because I like school, not because I enjoy spending six hours cooped up inside, but because I could use one more year to just be sure I am completely prepared for college. Along with this I feel that because we are required to take tenth grade graduation test and most of our tenth grade year is spent preparing for this test. 

Highschool students today are highly prepared for the world, but that one extra year in high school could possibly be spent taking time on preparatory courses in college type setting. Students get thrown into the college setting which is a major shock to them due to the major differences. Maybe doing this our freshmen's first quarter wouldn't be as much of a change.

Because we have to take the graduation test in tenth grade we don't learn anything that year. We need another year due to that, so we should go one more year to make sure we are ready.  

Scoring Explanation

This essay demonstrates inconsistent skill in responding to the task. The writer takes a position but displays no recognition of a counter-argument to that position.

Development of ideas is thin with general statements to explain the first idea (Students get thrown into the college setting which is a major shock to them due to the major differences) and very little explanation of the second idea (Because we have to take the graduation test in tenth grade we don't learn anything that year).

There is some indication of an organizational structure: a discernible introduction offers two ideas, with each discussed in its own paragraph. The conclusion is minimal and not clearly separated from discussion of the writer's second idea (We need another year due to that, so we should go one more year to make sure we are ready). Transitions are simple (but, because).

Sentence structure shows some variety (I would, not because I like school, not because I enjoy spending six hours cooped up inside, but because I could use one more year to just be sure I am completely prepared for college) and word choice is appropriate to the discussion (cooped up inside, preparatory courses, freshmen's first quarter).

Sample Essay (Score = 2)

I believe high school is a great time for students to decide what they want for there future. Some need more time than others so I believe one more year of high school added is a good idea for some students. One more year of school will take stress off of many students because they won't have to cram packed schedules. This extra year will also give students more time to participate in sports, fine arts, or any type of clubs they're interested in. 

I also believe that one more year of high school is unecessary for some if they have already been accepted to colleges and know what they want to do with their future. I think if one more year of school is offered it should depend on your grades and what all you have done with the past four years that decides if you have to go another year. I believe you shouldn't have to if you have made A's and B's all four years, because you are ready to go on. This is just my view on things, I hope I have been of some assistance to your decision.  

Scoring Explanation

This essay demonstrates a weak response to the task. The writer takes a position on the issue with a qualification, thus showing a little recognition of multiple positions (Some need more time than others so I believe one more year of high school added is a good idea for some students. . . . I also believe that one more year of high school is unecessary for some if they have already been accepted to colleges and know what they want to do with their future).

The essay is thinly developed, offering only a little general explanation to support each position (One more year of school will take stress off of many students because they won't have to cram packed schedules. This extra year will also give students more time to participate in sports, fine arts, or any type of clubs. . . . I believe you shouldn't have to if you have made A's and B's all four years, because you are ready to go on).

Some organization is evident, as ideas related to each position are grouped in different parts of the essay, and some transitions are used. The introduction and conclusion are discernable, but are only minimal statements without development (This is just my view on things, I hope I have been of some assistance to your decision).

Language use is simple, with a little variety in sentence structure. Errors are sometimes distracting, but do not affect understanding
Sample Essay (Score = 3)

Educators debate extending high school to five years because of increasing demands on students from employers and colleges to participate in extracurricular activies and community service in addition to having high grades. Some educators support extending high school to five years because they think students need more time to achieve all that is expected of them. Other educators do not support extending high school to five years because they think students would lose interest in school and attendance would drop in the fifth year. Both sides have strong points, but I agree with the educators who say that their shouldn't be an extension to high school adding a fifth year.

I agree that high school should not be made up of a fifth year because I agree with those people who say that students would loose interest. Some adolescence are already loosing interest in school and an increasing number of students are becoming dropouts. Being an high school student myself, it is hard and some students don't realize their full potential and think it is easier to give up than to succeed. I think adding an extra year to high school would increase the number of dropouts a year, create very serious attendance dilemmas, and cause student's interest in school to decline.

I also feel that there should not be another year to high school because I just feel that it should be a job of the instructors at an high school to prepare us, high school students, for college within those four years of high school. I feel that creating another year to high school would decrease the teacher's interest and they would do a poor job and wait until the fifth year to make up for their mistakes. The teacher should have the need to do their best to prepare us for college and careers within the four years of high school

I just think that five years is too long and students would get bored with school. Their drive would definitely decline. Students would loose interest and attendance would drop. The students would become dropouts.

Educators should not extend high school with a fifth year to fully prepare students for college. 

Scoring Explanation

This essay shows some understanding of the writing task.

The writer takes a position on the issue (Both sides have strong points, but I agree with the educators who say that their shouldn't be an extension to high school adding a fifth year) and offers some context for discussion by repeating the prompt as an introduction. By using the prompt as part of the essay, the writer acknowledges a counter-argument but does not discuss it at all.

Two main ideas are developed to support the writer's position (. . . I agree with those people who say that students would loose interest. . . . I also feel that there should not be another year to high school because I just feel that it should be a job of the instructors at an high school to prepare us, high school students, for college within those four years of high school), with the first idea repeated twice in separate parts of the discussion (I just think that five years is too long and students would get bored with school). Discussion of each idea is limited to general statements that are never illustrated by specific reasons, examples, or details (I feel that creating yet another year to high school would decrease the teacher's interest and they would do a poor job and wait until the fifth year to make up for their mistakes), but the essay does maintain focus on the specific issue in the prompt.

Organization is simple and clear but provides no evidence that ideas in the essay are logically sequenced within the discussion. Simple transitions connect the paragraphs (I agree . . . I also feel . . . I just think . . .) without making meaningful connections between ideas. The introduction and conclusion are clearly discernible as intentional frames for the discussion, but are underdeveloped—either because the language is merely repeated from the prompt or because the writer did not extend summation past a single conclusive statement.

Language use shows some sentence variety (Some adolescence are already loosing interest in school and an increasing number of students are becoming dropouts) and appropriate word choice (potential, succeed, attendance). Some errors distract but do not impede understanding.

Sample Essay (Score = 3)

In this debate of extending high school to five years, I will have to say that it is a very good idea to extend high school for one more year. We as future adults need a better in-depth study in our courses. Instead of just flying through a unit and learning the next unit by skimming just the top of the subject, as happens in Math, Science, Social Studies, or the English and Lititure classes. This will not prepare us for working in these areas on our own. We need to study them deeper.

Another way to benifit from an extra year of high school is, to have a carrer training program for your choice of a carrer pathway. In this program you can get an idea of what employers and colleges are looking for, and the expectations from the carrers you are looking at. This will help to have a better chance at finding the working area that suits you best.

It is also a great option for many people that just give up because they get to a point that no matter what they do, they won't have the required amount of credits to graduate. This will give them reason to keep trying rather than just drop out. It is difficult to get any job without a high school diploma.

American high schoolers need to have a better education in order to keep up with the world, to be better prepared for the tough competition that goes on in the job-market, and to have the chance to finish enough credits to graduate. One more year is needed.  

Scoring Explanation

This essay shows some developing skill in responding to the writing task. The writer takes a position and offers only the thinnest context for discussion (In this debate of extending high school to five years, I will have to say that it is a very good idea to extend high school for just one more year). The essay does not acknowledge a counter-argument to the writer's position.

Development of ideas is limited and exhibits little movement between general statements and specific examples (In this program you can get an idea of what employers and colleges are looking for, and the expectations from the carrers you are looking at. This will help to have a better chance at finding the working area that suits you best).

The essay has a simple organization; three main ideas are grouped into three paragraphs. There is no evidence of logical sequencing of ideas either within or between paragraphs. Simple transitions are used between ideas (Another, also). The conclusion of the essay is clearly discernible though underdeveloped, but the introduction exists only as an opening position statement.

Language use demonstrates basic control, with a little sentence variety (In this program you can get an idea of what employers and colleges are looking for, and the expectations from the carrers you are looking at) and appropriate word choice. Errors are sometimes distracting.

Sample Essay (Score = 4)

Educators debate extending high school to five years due to the increasing demands on students from employers and colleges. Those for it say that it will give students more time to achieve what is expected, and those against it say that students would lose intrest and attendance will drop in year five. Of course there seems to be advantages and disadvantages to both, but lets be realistic, in America today, education isn't exactly our most relishing topic. I feel that extending high school one more year is a bad idea for three reasons, students really only have three years, there will be a loss of intrest, and its just a "band aid" for bigger problems.

Firstly, if you think about it, there are really only three years of high school, because does anyone really get anything done senior year? No. Senior year is a time of waiting, for school to end, for your acceptance letters to come in, it's a time of waiting. Not to mention the commonly known disease that seems to incubate all seniors called "senioritis". Senioritis is basically not doing anything. With 5 years of high school students would waste 2 years to senioritis instead of just one.

Out of the millions of students enrolled in high school, maybe one out of 5 truly enjoys school, where as the others just treat it as a social gathering very early in the morning. After the first three years of high school, coming into your senior year, you become a human form of a slug, very slow, both physically and mentally. Of course I might be over exaggeraiting maybe a little bit, but the intrest is gone after sophomore year. What makes you think that it will magically pop up after an addition of one more year? It will just be more time to be bored.

Lastly, extending high school an extra year just seems like a band aid for all the problems in the field of education. At a time where the illiteracy and dropout rate seems to be rising as much as gas prices these days, one more year isn't going to cut it. The solution isn't that easy.

So in conclusion, four years is ample time to achieve greatness and fully take advantage of high school. For those that don't think so, explain how most of my generations parents did it in four years, does that make them super heros? I think not. Another year is just not a smart idea.  

Scoring Explanation

This essay demonstrates adequate skill in responding to the task.

The writer takes a position (I feel that extending high school one more year is a bad idea for three reasons . . .) and offers some context for the discussion (Educators debate extending high school to five years due to the increasing demands on students for employers and colleges. Those for it say that it will give students more time to achieve what is expected, and those against it say that students would lost intrest and attendance will drop in year five). The essay also shows some recognition of complexity by acknowledging multiple perspectives and providing some response to counter-arguments to the writer's position (Of course there seems to be advantages and disadvantages to both, but lets be realistic, in America today, education isn't exactly our most relishing topic).

Development of ideas is adequate, with three ideas discussed and with some movement between general statements (extending high school an extra year just seems like a band aid for all the problems in the field of education) and specific examples and details (At a time where the illiteracy and dropout rate seems to be rising as much as gas prices these days, one more year isn't going to cut it). Focus on the specific issue in the prompt is maintained throughout the essay.

The organization of the essay is apparent but predictable, with obvious transitions (Firstly, Lastly, So in conclusion). There is some evidence of logical sequencing within the third paragraph (coming into senior year, you become a human form of a slug. . . . the intrest is gone after sophomore year. What makes you think that it will magically pop up after a addition of one more year? It will just be more time to be bored). The introduction and conclusion are both clear and somewhat developed.

The writer demonstrates adequate ability with language, using a variety of sentence types and some appropriate word choice (extending, social gathering, physically and mentally, illiteracy) as well as some inaccurate and distracting word choice (relishing, incubate). Other errors also distract the reader but do not impede understanding.

Sample Essay (Score = 4)

There is often debate about education. Despite those who oppose the proposition, I think that extending high school to five years would have a positive effect on our nation. In addition to having an extra year to try more extracurricular activities and community service opportunities, it would allow people that cannot pay for a college education to further their education and have a chance to land a better job. The extra year would certainly help high school students to achieve all that is expected of them.

Many high schoolers don't have time for extracurricular activities or community service. Adding a year to high school would help high schoolers in finding an activity or sport that is right for them. This would help students a lot. High schoolers in extracurricular activities have been proven to do better in school, partly because of pass-to-play rules. Extracurricular activities also help high schoolers make friends, who encourage teens to come to school and help make school more fun. Friends also help teens feel better about themselves. If out-of-school activities can help high schoolers so much, we should let them have more opportunities to get involved in them.

Another reason for extending the high school education is for people that can't afford to go to college right out of high school. Further education would help these people to get a leg up on competition when they apply for a job. A better job means better pay, so college may not just be a dream for these people. Also, another year would allow high achievers to do even better, seperating them from others. This would make it easier for colleges when it comes to selecting students for admission. It allows hard workers to appeal to colleges even if they are not rich.

Overall, a fifth year of high school would give us a better educated society. Employers would be less likely to hire someone with only four years of high school than someone with five years, thus increasing competition and driving students to stand out from the crowd. High schoolers that are serious about their future will have the opportunity to show this to colleges and employers. Extending high school is the right thing to do.  

Scoring Explanation

This essay offers an adequate response to the writing task. The writer offers a thin context for the discussion (There is often debate about education), takes a position on the issue (I think that extending high school to five years would have a positive effect on our nation. . . . The extra year would certainly help high school students to achieve all that is expected of them), and shows recognition of complexity by acknowledging a counter-argument (Despite those who oppose the proposition. . . .) 

While the essay does not provide any response to a counter-argument, the development of ideas in support of the writer's position is adequate. The essay has two general ideas that are developed with some specific reasons and details (Adding a year to high school would help high schoolers in finding an activity or sport that is right for them. This would help students a lot. . . . Another reason for extending the high school education is for people that can't afford to go to college right out of high school). The writer gives three examples to support the first idea, that activities help students, and then supports the second idea, that extending school would help people who can't afford to pay for college right out of high school, by explaining that an additional school year would benefit two kinds of students (those who must take jobs after high school and those high achievers who may try for college scholarships).

Organization is clear, with a somewhat developed introduction and conclusion and with obvious transitions throughout the essay, both within and between paragraphs. Some logical sequencing of ideas is evident in the progression of the essay, as the writer first discusses how the extra year would help students during high school and next discusses how the addition of a fifth year will benefit students after high school. Additional sequencing of ideas is discernable within the third paragraph as the writer explains how high achievers would benefit from more time in school (Also, another year would allow high achievers to do even better, seperating them from others. This would make it easier for colleges when it comes to selecting students for admission. It allows hard workers to appeal to colleges even if they are not rich).

Language use shows some sentence variety and appropriate word choice (proposition, encourage, opportunities, competition). Some errors distract but do not impede understanding.

Sample Essay (Score = 5)

Demand for more credits, community service, and better grades runs many high schoolers ragged. For many anything but the best is simply unexceptable. In a society that constantly tells it's youth they must have the highest pay check and newest car to be happy, why wouldn't this be the case? A fifth year of high school would give students more oppurtunity to take classes they would enjoy, take stress off of teenagers, and give the youth of our nation a chance to develop good priorities.

Schools are always adding new and interesting courses, but for many, like the college bound student, there just isn't the time. Though an arts and crafts class might sound like fun, something like AP Music Theory would probably look better on a transcript. Since there is no time to take both the student will probably take the harder class even if it is just to keep up appearances. Fifteen years old seems to early to start making "career" choices over things that wold be fun. But it happens and it causes stress.

Teenagers in the country have an ever growing load of stress being placed upon them. Starting before high school teens are faced with the questions: Where are you going to college? How are you going to get there? What are you going to be? All these questions are extremely daunting and often stress students out. Also, with the price of college so high many students take on a job during high school which only adds to the stress. With an extra year of high school not only would students have time to think through big decisions, but they would also be better able to balance work with school.

Time is so fleeting in this day and age. There is never enough time. No time for family, no time for relaxing, no time for sleep. Even if some time is stolen to recooperate, aren't the youth told that if they rest at home or sleep too much they are lazy and worthless?! While too much "vegging" could be a problem, teens need to know what is important and necessary for their mental and physical health. At the pace of many highs schoolers lives, this generation is sure to be one full of workaholics. Is that really what are society needs? When the lesson students learn in school is one that exhausts them and sets them up for an unhealthy lifestyle in their future, it is time for a change.

With such a high demands placed on the youth of our nation, it seems only fair that they are given more time. They are only young once. Teens should not be forced to grow up at such a fast pace. An extra year of high school will allow students to enjoy their education by giving them the gift of time, time to relax, time to take classes at their own pace and maintain a healthy lifestyle, time to discover the fun and interest in school. More time in high school will benefit students now and in the future. 

Scoring Explanation

This essay takes a position in favor of extending high school and offers a broad context for discussion by situating high school effort within a larger society that values excellence and high achievement (In a society that constantly tells it's youth they must have the highest pay check and newest car to be happy, why wouldn't this be the case?).

The essay demonstrates recognition of complexity with discussion of the complications of the issue in the fourth paragraph. First, the writer establishes that students never have enough time, then anticipates the stereotype of the lazy teenager who "sleeps too much," then attempts to solve the acknowledged complication that "too much 'vegging' could be a problem." The essay thus demonstrates an ability to treat the complexity of the issue without undermining the essay's position or logic.

Development of ideas is specific and logical. The essay moves between general ideas (Schools are always adding new and interesting courses, but for many, like the college bound student, there just isn't the time) and specific examples (Though an arts and crafts class might sound like fun, something like AP Music Theory would probably look better on a transcript). Moreover, some ideas are developed fully as the writer draws critical conclusions from the discussion (Fifteen years old seems to early to start making "career" choices over things that wold be fun).

The essay has a simple structural organization, but generally demonstrates logical progression of ideas, especially through the second and fourth paragraphs. Transitions between ideas are well crafted both between paragraphs (But it happens and it causes stress. . . . Teenagers in the country have an ever growing load of stress being placed upon them) and within paragraphs to make logical connections between ideas.

Language use in the essay is generally clear, although misspellings of homophones (its/it's, our/are) are distracting. Some incorrect punctuation is also distracting, but the mistakes do not impede understanding. Some precise vocabulary (daunting, fleeting, generation) and a variety of sentence constructions are used effectively throughout the essay.

Sample Essay (Score = 5)

The expectations of colleges are relative to the length of one's high school experience. Extending high school to five years, as some educators propose doing in order to reduce the pressure experienced by college-bound students, will in fact increase the pressure put on high schoolers, because colleges will expect even more. It is illogical to believe that college expectations will stay the same while high schools are granting their students a sort of extension.

When these expectations rise, it will not be impossible for dropout rates to skyrocket. Some students who do not plan to attend college may find five years of high school too long to wait before joining the work force, and leave school early, along with those who normally would not finish even a four year high school. The extended pressure would also set the stage for talented and intelligent students to "burn out" and lose sight of their goals, resulting in sad ends for high school careers that were promising before the extension year "improvement" was adopted. There may even be parents who disagree strongly and will remove their children from school. All of these factors would affect school attendance rates in a derogatory manner, which in turn hurts funding, which in turn hurts every part of the system—especially the students.

Teaching, too, will suffer under this proposed extension. Already in this state there are teacher shortages in the public school system. In priveate schools, most teachers are working without a "free period" for six or seven classes. Yes, there are more and more teachers available each year, but they would not be enough to compensate for such an increased demand as a fifth year of high school would require. The calibur of teachers in the classrooms would inevitably decrease as schools scrape the bottom of the barrel in order to fill their quota. Undermining the quality of teaching hardly seems something that will better prepare students for high achievement, no matter how long they spend in the classroom.

I believe that extending high school to five years would not be a wise decision. Colleges will add more requirements to their already lengthy list of demands, high schoolers will be more apt to drop out, and teachers would be difficult to find, especially exemplary ones. Anyone of these factors should be enough to deter any high school from attempting this educational suicide, no matter how well-meaning the action would be.  

Scoring Explanation

This essay demonstrates competent skill in responding to the writing task. The writer offers context for the discussion and takes a position in the opening paragraph (The expectations of colleges are relative to the length of one's high school experience. Extending high school to five years, as some educators propose doing in order to reduce the pressure experienced by college-bound students, will in fact increase the pressure put on high schoolers, because colleges will expect even more). The essay shows recognition of complexity by anticipating and responding to a counter-argument to the writer's position (Yes, there are more and more teachers available each year, but they would not be enough to compensate for such an increased demand as a fifth year of high school would require).

The essay elaborates ideas through specific reasons, examples, and details (Some students who do not plan to attend college may find five years of high school too long to wait before joining the work force, and leave school early, along with those who normally would not finish even a four year high school. . . . In priveate schools, most teachers are working without a "free period" for six or seven classes). Moreover, development is logical: each general claim is not only supported with examples but also with discussion that leads to a more specific and critical conclusion (When these expectations rise, it will not be impossible for dropout rates to skyrocket. . . . All of these factors would affect school attendance rates in a derogatory manner, which in turn hurts funding, which in turn hurts every part of the system—especially the students.)

Organization of the essay is clear, with transitions both within and between paragraphs that are at times integrated into the discussion (When these expectations rise. . . . The extended pressure would also set the stage for. . . . Anyone of these factors should be enough. . . .). The introduction and conclusion are clear and generally well developed, with the introduction developing the critical basis for the essay (The expectations of colleges are relative to the length of one's high school experience. . . . It is illogical to believe that college expectations will stay the same while high schools are granting their students a sort of extension).

Language is competent, with a variety of sentence constructions and word choice that is both varied and precise (relative, illogical, skyrocket, set the stage, inevitably). The few errors are occasionally distracting.

Sample Essay (Score = 6)

The Senior Itch—the incurable chaffing we all crave to scratch. The cure? Graduation. As we progress through our high school years growing with wisdom and maturity, we all yearn for freedom. Yet what we desire most is not always what is best for us. Although most won't want to admit it, extending our high school career to five years would make an important and beneficial impact on our future. With the four years that are currently provided, there is not enough time for motivated students to accomplish their goals before college. Merely being accepted by a selective college or university requires much pre-planned effort that is literally unavailable to students already concerned with grades and other activities.

Colleges look most thoroughly at how an applicant used his or her four years of high school. Leadership roles, a dedication to an organization, and a well-rounded, involved student is appealing to the most elite educational institutions. Often, students desire leadership positions in numerous extra-curricular organizations, but face limiting regulations on the number of offices they may hold at one time. Even if a school doesn't limit students' involvement, students eventually reach the limits of what a 24-hour day can hold. Too often, students cannot participate as much as they want in as many extra-curriculars as they want because there just isn't time. With an extra year of high school, those involved in more than one activity could successfully find the time to contribute to and to lead each one. Colleges would see a longer, more developed individual's resume that included a time for each of their interests. The organizations would benefit from stronger student participation and the students would be recognized for their true efforts as well.

Because they struggle to gain leadership roles and become the well-rounded students colleges desire, the task of maintaining a respectable grade-point-average during high school is a struggle for many students. It is difficult to be involved in activities of interest while still keeping high grades. However, colleges don't consider this when they seek applicants with high grade-point-averages in their admissions pool. Elongating the span of high school would allow more students with both grades and activities on their agenda to spend more time focusing on each separate interest. Rather than feeling forced to crunch a large block of "weighted" classes together in hopes of elevating their GPA, students would find more time to spread out their difficult classes and make the most of every single year. With less pressure and more time, grades would improve for all dedicated students, as would the enjoyment of studying those subjects and the increased retainment of what we learned in those classes.

Education aside, many high school students find that four years is not enough time to accomplish their varied goals. For instance, a student may desire a job in addition to school. The money they earn may help pay their way through college. With such a short preparation period before college, they can hardly be expected to make a successful life for themself without the proper funds. Also, many students are interested in community service prior to attending college, but find they do not have enough time in the four-year high school period. Colleges are drawn to students with a rich assortment of community service and evidence of responsibilities such as holding a job, but students have a hard time finding the hours to put into these tasks.

High school is the foundation of the rest of our life. Like money in the bank, the investment of an additional year when we are young can make all the difference. With the additional time, motivated students would be able to become more involved in their schools, boost their grades, and find the time for a job and community service. Colleges admire these attributes, and for the sake of high-schoolers' acceptance into these institutions, more time should be provided for their endeavors. High school students work hard toward their future. Another year would help ensure their success. 

Scoring Explanation

This essay demonstrates effective skill in responding to the writing task.

The essay takes a position on the issue (extending our high school career to five years would make an important and beneficial impact on our future) and offers a critical context for discussion (Yet what we desire most is not always what is best for us). Complexity is addressed as the writer anticipates and responds to a counter-argument to the discussion (Even if a school doesn't limit students' involvement, students eventually reach the limits of what a 24-hour day can hold). Development is ample, specific and logical, discussing most ideas fully in terms of the resulting implications (Colleges would see a longer, more developed individual's resume that included a time for each of their interests. The organizations would benefit from stronger student participation and the students would be recognized for their true efforts as well). Clear focus on the specific issue in the prompt is maintained. 

Organization of the essay is clear though predictable. Most of the essay demonstrates logical sequencing of ideas (It is difficult to be involved in activities of interest while still keeping high grades. However, colleges don't consider this when they seek applicants with high grade-point-averages in their admissions pool. Elongating the span of high school would allow more students with both grades and activities on their agenda to spend more time focusing on each separate interest). Transitions are used throughout the essay (Although, Even if, However, Rather than) and are often integrated into the essay (Because they struggle to gain leadership roles and become the well-rounded students colleges desire, the task of maintaining a respectable grade-point-average during high school is a struggle for many students). The conclusion and especially the introduction are effective and well developed.

The essay shows a good command of language, with precise and varied sentences and word choice (The Senior Itch—the incurable chaffing we all crave to scratch. . . . Merely being accepted by a selective college or university requires much pre-planned effort that is literally unavailable to students already concerned with grades and other activities).

There are few errors to distract the reader.

Sample Essay (Score = 6)

When studying Maslow, Deming, and Taylor, one thing is clear: needs lead to motivation. If there is a need and a desire to learn, then the subject will be motivated enough to do so. Although educators debate whether to add a fifth year to the high school education, it is clear to see that school should not be extended another year; longevity is not the incorrect variable in the equation, motivation is.

Studies indicate that more and more American students are entering college with minimal requirements or are not attending college at all. Trends in test scores show students don't know what they should know. Meanwhile that malignant fad continues to rock our nation: the high school dropout. Yet who is to say that thirteen instead of twelve years of education will make a difference? 

How many times as a student have you blamed a bad grade on an unfair test? Or as a parent how many times have you heard complaints from your teenager about the insufficient qualifications, and underdeveloped teaching techniques of his or her teacher as an explanation for a bad grade? Students have armed themselves with excuses for their academic performances that place the blame far from their own poor efforts. If students had motivation and a desire to learn instead of excuses, the duration of schooling could actually be cut down a couple of years instead of extended as some educators propose.

The problem in our school system is the way students approach their own education. I can atest that often students do work just for the grade and not to retain knowledge. Is that any way to learn? Perhaps that is why the United States is one of the nations with the highest illiteracy rates. Although at times schools may be responsible for decisions not in the students' best interest (for example, the football coach teaching Geometry because the school could not afford to look for a better qualified employee), it's important to note that more often my fellow students and I may not care enough to put any effort into our own education, thus depriving ourselves of knowledge and a future.

While educators debate adding a year to high school, the real issue lies untouched and students' apathy remains unchallenged. Whether they spend twelve, thirteen, or thirty years in the educational system, nothing is more important than motivation in order for students to achieve all that is expected of them.  

Scoring Explanation

This essay shows a clear understanding of the writing task and demonstrates effective skill in responding to the prompt.

The writer takes a position and offers a critical context for discussing the issue (When studying Maslow, Deming, and Taylor, one thing is clear: needs lead to motivation. If there is a need and a desire to learn, then the subject will be motivated enough to do so. Although educators debate whether to add a fifth year to the high school education, it is clear to see that school should not be extended another year. . . .) The essay addresses complexity by fully responding to several counter-arguments to the writer's position (Studies indicate that more and more American students are entering college with minimal requirements or are not attending college at all. . . . Yet who is to say that thirteen instead of twelve years of education will make a difference? . . . Although at times schools may be responsible for decisions not in the students' best interest [for example, the football coach teaching Geometry because the school could not afford to look for a better qualified employee], it's important to note that more often my fellow students and I may not care enough to put any effort into our own education, thus depriving ourselves of knowledge and a future).

Development of ideas is logical and specific; the writer's concise style and critical insight results in an essay that convincingly supports the main ideas as well as implies connection to further issues (The problem in our school system is the way students approach their own education. I can atest that often students do work just for the grade and not to retain knowledge. Is that any way to learn? Perhaps that is why the United States is one of the nations with the highest illiteracy rates). 

Organization of the essay is clear and is derived from the writer's purpose. From the beginning to the end, ideas are logically sequenced and explore student motivation with sharp focus. The introduction and conclusion are clear and effective, emphasizing the need to revisit the issue to account for lack of student motivation.

The essay demonstrates a good command of language, using a variety of sentence constructions as well as varied and precise word choice (longevity, insufficient qualifications, underdeveloped teaching techniques, duration of schooling). There are few errors to distract the reader.

ACT Persuasive Writing

Scoring Guidelines
These are the descriptions of scoring criteria that trained raters will follow to determine the score (1–6) for each essay.

Score = 6
Essays within this score range demonstrate effective skill in responding to the task.

The essay shows a clear understanding of the task. The essay takes a position on the issue and may offer a critical context for discussion. The essay addresses complexity by examining different perspectives on the issue, or by evaluating the implications and/or complications of the issue, or by fully responding to counter-arguments to the writer's position. Development of ideas is ample, specific, and logical. Most ideas are fully elaborated. A clear focus on the specific issue in the prompt is maintained. The organization of the essay is clear: the organization may be somewhat predictable or it may grow from the writer's purpose. Ideas are logically sequenced. Most transitions reflect the writer's logic and are usually integrated into the essay. The introduction and conclusion are effective, clear, and well developed. The essay shows a good command of language. Sentences are varied and word choice is varied and precise. There are few, if any, errors to distract the reader.
Score = 5 
Essays within this score range demonstrate competent skill in responding to the task.

The essay shows a clear understanding of the task. The essay takes a position on the issue and may offer a broad context for discussion. The essay shows recognition of complexity by partially evaluating the implications and/or complications of the issue, or by responding to counter-arguments to the writer's position. Development of ideas is specific and logical. Most ideas are elaborated, with clear movement between general statements and specific reasons, examples, and details. Focus on the specific issue in the prompt is maintained. The organization of the essay is clear, although it may be predictable. Ideas are logically sequenced, although simple and obvious transitions may be used. The introduction and conclusion are clear and generally well developed. Language is competent. Sentences are somewhat varied and word choice is sometimes varied and precise. There may be a few errors, but they are rarely distracting.
Score = 4
Essays within this score range demonstrate adequate skill in responding to the task.

The essay shows an understanding of the task. The essay takes a position on the issue and may offer some context for discussion. The essay may show some recognition of complexity by providing some response to counter-arguments to the writer's position. Development of ideas is adequate, with some movement between general statements and specific reasons, examples, and details. Focus on the specific issue in the prompt is maintained throughout most of the essay. The organization of the essay is apparent but predictable. Some evidence of logical sequencing of ideas is apparent, although most transitions are simple and obvious. The introduction and conclusion are clear and somewhat developed. Language is adequate, with some sentence variety and appropriate word choice. There may be some distracting errors, but they do not impede understanding.
Score = 3
Essays within this score range demonstrate some developing skill in responding to the task.

The essay shows some understanding of the task. The essay takes a position on the issue but does not offer a context for discussion. The essay may acknowledge a counter-argument to the writer's position, but its development is brief or unclear. Development of ideas is limited and may be repetitious, with little, if any, movement between general statements and specific reasons, examples, and details. Focus on the general topic is maintained, but focus on the specific issue in the prompt may not be maintained. The organization of the essay is simple. Ideas are logically grouped within parts of the essay, but there is little or no evidence of logical sequencing of ideas. Transitions, if used, are simple and obvious. An introduction and conclusion are clearly discernible but underdeveloped. Language shows a basic control. Sentences show a little variety and word choice is appropriate. Errors may be distracting and may occasionally impede understanding.

Score = 2
Essays within this score range demonstrate inconsistent or weak skill in responding to the task.

The essay shows a weak understanding of the task. The essay may not take a position on the issue, or the essay may take a position but fail to convey reasons to support that position, or the essay may take a position but fail to maintain a stance. There is little or no recognition of a counter-argument to the writer's position. The essay is thinly developed. If examples are given, they are general and may not be clearly relevant. The essay may include extensive repetition of the writer's ideas or of ideas in the prompt. Focus on the general topic is maintained, but focus on the specific issue in the prompt may not be maintained. There is some indication of an organizational structure, and some logical grouping of ideas within parts of the essay is apparent. Transitions, if used, are simple and obvious, and they may be inappropriate or misleading. An introduction and conclusion are discernible but minimal. Sentence structure and word choice are usually simple. Errors may be frequently distracting and may sometimes impede understanding.

Score = 1
Essays within this score range show little or no skill in responding to the task.

The essay shows little or no understanding of the task. If the essay takes a position, it fails to convey reasons to support that position. The essay is minimally developed. The essay may include excessive repetition of the writer's ideas or of ideas in the prompt. Focus on the general topic is usually maintained, but focus on the specific issue in the prompt may not be maintained. There is little or no evidence of an organizational structure or of the logical grouping of ideas. Transitions are rarely used. If present, an introduction and conclusion are minimal. Sentence structure and word choice are simple. Errors may be frequently distracting and may significantly impede understanding.
No Score
Blank, Off-Topic, Illegible, Not in English, or Void
