STRATEGIC WRITING INSTRUCTION for READERS
E.B. White once said, “The best writing is rewriting.”

List ten things in life that bother you:
For example:  waiting in line to pay a cashier while they are talking on their 


   cell phone
1.  __________________________________
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2.  __________________________________

3.  __________________________________

4.  __________________________________

5.  __________________________________

6.  __________________________________

7.  __________________________________

8.  __________________________________

9.  __________________________________

10.  __________________________________
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Student Assignment:  Have students create their own list of things that bother them in their everyday life.
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Student Assignment:  Have students write for 15 minutes about something that bothers them.  Have students write their first draft on the left side of the form provided.
1st and 2nd Draft Writing
	1st Draft
	2nd Draft

	
	



	1st Draft Writing
	2nd Draft Writing

	
	


Second – Draft Writing

Kelly Gallagher

When introducing the concept of second draft writing, you will hear this common student mantra: “I wrote it once. I am done.”
Teachers must use a piece of their writing to demonstrate the STAR process.  Use your first draft piece about what bothers you.
SUBSTITUTE
TAKE THINGS OUT
ADD
REARRANGE

Teacher Assignment:  When introducing STAR, have your students brainstorm specific actions a writer might undertake for each letter of the acronym.

    Substitute
   Take Things Out
    Add

    Rearrange

	
	
	
	


The second draft is an improvement on the first draft and models all four elements of revision:  (1) substituting, (2) taking things out, (3) adding, and (4) rearranging.  To help students see revisions, teachers need to distribute copies of one of their first and second drafts about what bothers them.  
Through whole-class discussion, teachers review and mark-up the draft, indicating specifically where they used each STAR element.  Teachers model their thinking to illustrate the changes they made in the second draft.
	S

SUBSTITUTE
	T

TAKE THINGS OUT
	A

ADD
	R

REARRANGE

	Replace:

· overused words

· weak verbs with strong verbs

· weak adjectives with strong adjectives
· common nouns with proper nouns

· “dead” words
	Take out:

· unnecessary repetitions

· unimportant or irrelevant information

· parts that might belong in another piece

	Add:

· detail

· decryption

· new information

· figurative language

· development 

· clarification of meanings

· expanded ideas
	Rearrange:

· the sequence to produce a desired effect

· the order for a more logical flow




Student Assignment:  Pass back students’ first 
drafts about something that bothers them and 
ask them to “make them better.”
STRATEGIC WRITING INSTRUCTION for READERS
Surface vs. Deep Revision

The STAR framework helps students visually see that there are two levels of revision---the surface revision and deep revision.  

Use a metaphor with your students to help make this point with students.

Surface-Level Improvements 

      Deep-Level Improvements

   to a student’s bedroom

         to a student’s bedroom

	· giving the bedroom a new paint job

· changing the carpet

· replacing my light fixture with a light fixture that has a fan


	· removing the drywall

· removing the bathtub in your bathroom and adding a shower stall

· removing the walk-in closet to utilize more square feet in the bedroom


Teachers and students work together to examine the teacher’s second draft.  As a class, examine the revisions through a new lens.  Teachers and students need to ask which revisions are surface and which are deeper.  The role of the teacher is to capture the class comments using a T-graph.
Levels of Revision

	Surface
Changing a 

· word

· phrase

· sentence


	Deep

Changing the

· focus of the piece

· purpose of the piece

· sequence of the piece

· discourse

· point of view


Examples of Surface Revision 
Examples of Deep Revision

	Substituted Words
· “bothers” became “irked”

Took Things Out

· removed the sentence:  “I hate CD packaging.”

Added Details

· Life cereal

· The Rock/Barry Bond’s steroids

· Led Zeppelin

Rearranged Sentences
· combined two sentences to create the following sentences:  “You cannot open those with your bare hands unless you have been working out with The Rock and have been gulping a daily does of Barry Bond’s steroids.


	· Isolated the first sentence into its own paragraph for effect.
· Added significant development, moving the piece from two paragraphs to three.

· Rearranged the sequence of the last paragraph in draft two.



Student Assignment:  Ask students to revisit their own drafts and chart the levels of their own revisions.
Source:  Kelly Gallagher, see pages 62-64 for a student example
Teacher Hint:  


Ask your students to revise their papers as it was modeled.








Teacher Hint:


Remind students that the second draft should illustrate to the reader where your paper has moved.








Student Hint:  


When you finish your second draft, you should be able to point to places in your essay that show how your second draft is better than your first.








SUBSTITUTE    TAKE THINGS OUT     ADD     REARRANGE
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