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What is blogging?


Blogging is a form of communication that enables and encourages self-discovery.

Who blogs?

· Independent Teacher bloggers – have little or nothing to do with teaching may be a distraction; it’s an opportunity to explore other areas of interest.

· Professional Teacher Bloggers – writing as teachers with the intent of helping their students learn.

· Instructional Teacher Bloggers – teachers who use blogs as instructional tools, either through students’ comments or establishing student blogs.  The use of blogs in instructional settings is limited only by your imagination.

Options for instructors using blogs:

· Content-related blog as professional practice 

· Networking and personal knowledge sharing 

· Instructional tips for students 

· Course announcements and readings 

· Annotated links 

· Knowledge management 

Options for students using blogs in your courses include:

· Reflective or writing journals 

· Knowledge management 

· Assignment submission and review 

· Dialogue for group work 

· E-portfolios 

· Share course-related resources 
Why Blog?

Teachers must be bloggers first before beginning with their students.  Teachers need to blog themselves!!  There might be immense value in it for you as a professional and as a person.

Blogging is not a technology.  It’s a social practice.  

As soon as you start to blog you are confronted with a series of questions that demand answers.  For example:

· Should I blog anonymously?

· What should I write about?

· How much of my personal business should I reveal?

· Can I say anything I want?

· Who will read this stuff?

· What if I get a comment I don’t like?

· Why don’t I get comments?

These are decisions on how to act.  By facing these decisions by being an experienced blogger you will be in a better position to assist your students.

In the beginning the students may write without any reflection or evidence of critical thinking.  Using the comment feature will enable the teacher to provide constructive feedback and move students to more critical thinking and writing.  
The positive features of classroom blog use:
· Student Feedback - able to give direct, personal feedback directly to each student every week 

· Student evaluation - able to see if students are understanding the course material by reading their blogs 

· In class examples - use things they write about in their  blogs as examples in class when explaining a new concept or to review previous concepts 

· Student/teacher conferences - by writing weekly comments to the students it feels as if office hours are being utilized by every student.  Teachers are able to have ongoing dialogues throughout the semester on a very personal level. 

· Knowing your students – Getting to know students through their writing and comments.
· Teachable moments - When students write about their experiences they provide you with many teachable moments. 
Questions:


What is the purpose of the blog?


What do you envision the blog to be?


Should the blog entries be formally assessed?


How does blogging fit into the scope and sequence?


Is blogging for every class?

Where to begin:


www.moveabletype.org






www.blogger.com







www.blog-city.com

www.bravenet.com

www.tripod.lycos.com
Blog ideas:
· Gather and organize Internet resources for a specific course, providing links to appropriate sites and annotating the links as to what is relevant about them;

· Post photos and ask for feedback;

· Comment on class activities;

· Show case student writing;

· Develop and practice a particular form of writing, encourage students to comment;

· Create an online book club;

· Post tasks to carry out project-based learning tasks with students;

· Build a class newsletter;

· Link your class with another class;

· Get student reactions to thought-provoking questions;

· Create journal entry questions;

· Develop surveys;

· Get student ideas, and opinions on curriculum related topics;

· Continue a class discussion;

· Complete class writing assignments;

· Create ongoing writing portfolios;

· Write comments, opinions, or questions on daily news items or issues of interest;

· Discuss class activities;

· Provide information and links for project based learning activities.

Blogging Policy


Teachers and administrators should develop a policy with respect to expectation and uses of school sponsored blogs.  

Blogging Rubric

	Criteria
	4
	3
	1-2
	0

	Regularity
	Entries were made in the blog on the same day assignment was given or within specified time frame
	Entries in the blog were often made respecting deadlines, but some where after deadlines
	Does not have records up to date.  Notes are disorganized and do not reflect what was done in class
	Has opened blog, but has not recorded any entries

	Extra exposure to language
	Much active involvement

Student shows a great deal of exposure to target, always searches for different opportunities to be actively involved.
	Some active to passive involvement

Some evidence of exposure to target. Student occasionally searches for opportunities to be involved
	Only Passive involvement

Very little exposure to target.  Exposure is accidental and depends on outside factors or pressure.
	No exposure outside the classroom

	Reflection
	Reflection indicates that the student is listening well in different contexts and is able to relate what is heard to what is read
	Reflection alludes to what student has heard in class and outside the classroom situation
	Student makes minimal reference to what is heard in class or outside class
	Student make no reference to what is heard in class or outside class

	Organization and vocabulary
	Text is uniformly organized, and there is a consistent use of new vocabulary.  Student attempts to use new expressions and complex structures. Details varied and vivid
	Text is generally organized, some new vocabulary has been used and student tries synonyms. Some connectors are present. Some endings may be awkward.
	Text lack organization and vocabulary is poor and there is a lot of repetition.  Simple sentence patterns.
	No development of narrative elements.  No details.  Incomplete sentences. Very simplistic vocabulary.

	Accuracy
	One or two minor errors.  No major errors.  Writing has been checked for spelling and grammar
	No more than 6 combined errors (major and minor).  Errors do not cause significant reader confusion.  Writing has been checked for spelling and grammar.
	Many minor errors.  Many major errors.  Many errors cause reader confusion and interference with understanding.  Writing has not been checked for spelling and grammar
	Many major and minor errors causing reader confusion.  Difficult to read.

No attempt was made to spell/grammar check.
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